
Candidate for Governance Chair 
NYAEYC Governing Board 
 
Gerald Sweeney, Esq. 
Advocate for Early Childhood Education and for Non-Discrimination and Inclusion  
Attorney at Law 
 
I support the programs and policies of NYAEYC and NAEYC, in particular those related to 
funding, advocacy, and implementing of diversity, equity and inclusion programs. I also support 
these with respect to NYAEYC programs and on a local level and as a practicing attorney.  
 
Like all nonprofits NYAEYC benefits from the expertise of its volunteer leaders and board 
members, please briefly describe the specific strengths and skills you believe you would bring 
to this position including, if any, previous board experience. 
 
I regularly represent charitable and non-profit educational or professional organizations and 
help then govern their organizations. That includes preparing, revising, or advising regarding 
organization By-Laws, meeting efficiency and management, leadership development, and 
operating procedures. 
 
I also serve as an officer or a board member on various educational, library and community 
organizations and focus on encouraging others to participate as active members.  
 
I have also reviewed and provided comments regarding the recent NYAEYC by-laws revision.  
 
I am aware of the need for consistency, fairness, and transparency in governing organizations. 
 
What opportunities do you believe there are for New York to better serve children and 
families, and ensure early childhood educators are well prepared and supported? Please 
describe what action you would like to see NYAEYC take to help realize these opportunities? 
 
Increase funding for early childhood schools, educators, and child care centers; promote 
programs that advance diversity, equity, and inclusion and promote understanding and 
appreciation at an early age of different cultures, races, creeds, and countries of birth; and 
teach and promote means to respect, appreciate, and listen to others.  
 
NYAEYC is committed to working, with our state and national partners, to ensure a diverse, 
equitable and inclusive early childhood education system. Please describe how you see 
NYAEYC best contributing to this vision. 
 
Advocate for DEI; alert parents, educators, Board of Education members, children, and 
government officials to the importance of a diverse, equitable, and inclusive early childhood 
education and experience; and provide or identify resources to advance this vision. 
 


