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1.

Please describe briefly your work on behalf of young children, families and early
childhood education professionals.

In 2015, | opened a Preschool Center licensed through OCFS and serving three and four-
year-olds in my community. | have two partners, and our curriculum and educational
mission are deeply tied to a play-based child led approach. Since opening our first location,
we have opened two other preschools and play centers, broadening our community
outreach. We offer professional development and parent education opportunities
highlighting the benefits of early intervention, preschool education, and a play-based
approach. We are currently applying to be a UPK provider, to expand our outreach and offer
our program to residents that may not have been able to attend previously.

Like all nonprofits NYAEYC benefits from the expertise of its volunteer leaders and board
members, please briefly describe the specific strengths and skills you believe you would
bring to this position.

From 2016-2024 | served as a trustee on the Hampton Bays Library, my second term serving
as Secretary. In that time, | oversaw a building referendum, assisted in the hiring of a new
Director, oversaw the implementation of new and existing policies, and served on the hiring
committee for appointing new trustees. | valued my time there as a trustee and look
forward to volunteering in a similar capacity in the future.

If elected, please describe any specific goals or objectives you would like to achieve.

| am very passionate about the education and care of preschool aged children in my
community as well as communities outside my own. | have been advocating for
developmentally appropriate curriculum and care for preschoolers the past ten years and
look forward to continuing in these efforts.

What opportunities do you believe there are for New York to better serve children and
families, and ensure early childhood educators are well prepared and supported? Please
describe what action you would like to see NYAEYC take to help realize these
opportunities.

| am very interested in exploring the advocacy of choice for parents when it comes to
childcare needs as well as educational needs. If that means separating the two, | would love



to be a part of that change. Not every three and four-year-old in NY needs childcare, but
every preschooler should have access to preschool education. | believe preschool education
is going to change drastically in the next decade and | would very much like to be a part of
the conversation and decision making.

NYAEYC is committed to working, with our state and national partners, to ensure a
diverse, equitable and inclusive early childhood education system. Please describe how
you see NYAEYC best contributing to this vision.

I think NYAEYC can look at communities individually and recognize the different needs in
each. | feel very passionately about what early education for preschoolers should look like,
as well as what developmentally appropriate childcare can also look like. The NY State
Common Core Standards are very much in favor of a child-led curriculum, and yet many
educators and school districts are still getting it wrong.



